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In each of the following, you are given a situation and you may have more than 
one possible answer. decide which answer or answers are correct for NFHS, 
NCAA and pro rules, which may vary. Solutions: p. 4.

1. Which of the following 
statements is true about obstruction?

a. Any defensive player, including 
one holding the ball, can be guilty of 
obstruction.

b. An obstructed runner is always 
awarded a minimum of one base. 

c. If no play is being made on 
an obstructed runner, he is not 
guaranteed any award. 

d. An obstructed runner can never 
be called out on that play.

2. With R1 on first and no outs, R1 
is stealing on the pitch. b3 hits a fly 
ball to the left-center field gap. R1, 
who hasn’t touched second base, 
stops and begins to return to first 
believing that the ball will be caught. 
As b3 rounds first base, b3 and F3 
collide while in the base path. b3 gets 
up and then passes R1 as the fly ball 
hits the ground. b3 stops and retreats 
to first base and R1 goes to second 
and makes it to the base before the 
ball reaches second. 

a. delayed-dead ball - interference 
on the F3, R1 is awarded third and b3 
second. 

b. Immediate dead ball – 
obstruction on F3, R1 is awarded 
third and b3 second

c. delayed-dead ball – obstruction 
on F3, b3 is out for passing by R1 
and R1 is not awarded any base. R1 
stays at second. 

d. delayed-dead ball – obstruction 
on F3, R1 is out for being passed by 
b3 and b3 is awarded second.

3. With R1 on first, F1 comes set 
and attempts a jump-turn pickoff 
— simultaneously disengaging the 
pitching plate and throwing toward 
first base. F1’s throw goes into the 
dugout. At the time of the throw, R1 
was to running to second.

a. That’s a balk, the ball is 
immediately dead and R1 is awarded 
second base.

b. Legal pickoff move, R1 is 
awarded third base.

c. Legal pickoff move, R1 is 
awarded second base. 

d. R1 is awarded first base, since 
that’s the base he was headed 
toward.

4. In the top of fourth, Smith, a 
starter, is removed from the game for 
Adams. Two innings later, the head 
coach approaches the plate umpire 
between innings and says Smith will 
bat for Adams. Smith is in the batter’s 
box when the opposing head coach 
approaches the umpire and appeals 
the substitution.

a. The original starter of the game 
may re-enter the game in his spot of 
the batting order at anytime. 

b. Adams is out and the next batter 
would be next up, unless it would be 
the third out. 

When the batter follow-through swing hits the catcher, what is the penalty? Is it an immediate 
or delayed dead ball? Does the coach have an option on this play? What about the other 
runner(s) on base? Question 13 deals with this situation.
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c. Adams can come up to the plate, 
since the discovery was made before 
the first pitch.

d. Adams has been removed, but 
the offense can replace Adams with a 
legal substitute. 

5. In the bottom of the sixth the 
home team’s batting order is b4, b5 
and b6. With two outs, b6 is due up, 
but b7 bats in his place. b7 makes 
the third out of the inning. In between 
innings (after all fielders have left the 
field and the home team is warming 
up on defense), the batting out of 
order is appealed by the visiting 
team’s head coach.

a. The appeal is legal and b7 would 
lead off the next inning. 

b. The appeal is legal and b6 would 
lead off the next inning.

c. The appeal is too late and b8 
leads off the next inning. 

d. The appeal is too late and b7 
leads off the next inning.

6. With R1 on first, R2 on second 
and one out, b9 squares to bunt 
on the first pitch. He pops the bunt 
high into the air toward the pitcher’s 
mound. The plate umpire loudly calls, 
“Infield fly, batter’s out!” F2 lets the 
ball fall to the ground untouched. 
After the ball hits the ground, R2 
starts to run to third. F2 picks up the 
ball and throws it to F5, who easily 
tags out R2. R1 stays at first. b9 
reaches first base where he stands 
with R1. F5 throws the ball to F3, who 
tags b9 before tagging R1 as they 
both stand on first base.

a. The play fulfills the requirements 
for an infield fly. b9 is out for the 
infield fly and R2 is out as he tried to 
advance and was retired.

b. b9 and R2 are out because they 
were tagged on the play.

c. No outs due to the umpire’s error. 
The crew needs to get together after 
the play ends and advance all runners 
one base.

d. The play doesn’t fulfill the 
requirements for an infield fly. Runners 
are forced to advance; R2 is out on 
the tag and R1 is out on the tag.

7. With R2 on second and R3 on 
third and one out, b6 hits a fly ball 
toward right field. b6’s swing, tips 
F2’s glove. F9 catches the fly ball. R3 
legally tags and scores. R2 doesn’t 
advance. 

a. delayed-dead ball. Coaches’ 
option to accept the outcome of the 
play or R3 returns to third, R2 stays 
at second and b6 is awarded first 
base. 

b. delayed-dead ball. Coaches’ 
option to accept the outcome of the 
play or R3 scores, R2 is awarded 
third and b6 is out as a result of the 
play. 

c. Immediate dead ball. R3 returns 
to third, R2 stays at second and b6 
is awarded first base.

d. Immediate dead ball. R3 scores, 
R2 advances to third and b6 is 
awarded first base.

8. What is required for a catcher to 
block the plate?

a. The catcher must have the ball 
in order to completely block the 
plate. 

b. The catcher must be in the act 
of receiving the throw in order to 
completely block the plate. 

c. The catcher may block the plate 
if there is no play being made and 
the catcher gets out of the way of 
the runner.

d. The catcher may never 
completely block the plate.

9. R1 on first and R3 on third, 
one out. R1 is running on the pitch 
and gets caught in a rundown and 
is obstructed by F3. R3 is running 
towards the plate to score. After the 
obstruction has been called, R3 is 
thrown out at the plate. 

a. Immediate dead ball. Obstruction 
is called, R3 scores and R1 is 
awarded second base.

b. delayed–dead ball. Obstruction 
is called, R3 may be out or score 
depending on the umpire’s judgment 
and R1 is awarded second base.  

c. Immediate dead ball. Obstruction 
is called, R3 scores or may return 
to third depending on the umpire 

judgment. No out on R3 and R1 is 
awarded second base. 

d. delayed–dead ball. Obstruction 
is called, R3 out stands and R1 is 
awarded second base.

10. With one out, R2 is stealing 
third on the pitch. F2 catches the 
pitch cleanly and attempts to throw 
out R2 at third. The throw hits b3, 
who stepped out of the batter’s box 
as he attempted to get out of the 
way.

a. Interference. b3 is out and R2 
goes back to second. 

b. Nothing; play stands.
c. Interference. b3 remains in the 

box and R2 is out. 
d. Obstruction. b3 stays in the 

box and R2 is out. 

11. In the bottom of the last 
inning, score tied, one out and R1 at 
first. b4 hits the game-winning home 
run. R1, believing the game is over, 
cuts across the diamond and heads 
toward his dugout as b4 touches all 
the bases. 

a. Home run is an automatic dead 
ball and doesn’t require runners or 
batter-runners to touch all bases. 
both runs score.

b. R1 is out for abandoning the 
bases and b4’s home run still 
counts. One run scores. 

c. R1 is out on appeal and b4 
home run still counts. One run 
scores.

d. R1 is out on appeal. Since R1 
out is at second is a force out and 
no run can score on a force out b4 
is awarded first. 

12. b2 is in the batter’s box and 
when the pitch is thrown, sticks his 
elbow in the strike zone so the pitch 
hits him.

a. Hit-by-pitch, batter is awarded 
first base.

b. Hit-by-pitch, batter must remain 
in the box and b2 has a ball added 
to the count.

c. Hit-by-pitch, batter must remain 
in the box and b2 has a strike 
added to the count. 
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13. With R1 on first and one out, R1 
attempts to steal on the pitch and b2 
swings and misses the pitch. With no 
intent, b2 follow-through swing hits 
F2 while F2 is attempting to throw out 
R1. R1 is ruled safe at second.

a. With no intent by the batter a 
strike is awarded and R1 returns to 
first.

b. Follow-through interference. b2 
is out and R1 returns to first. 

c. Follow-through interference. b2 
stays at bat and R1 is out on the play.

d. Obstruction. b2 is out and R1 is 
out.

14. With R1 on first, F1 attempts a 
pickoff. He balks prior to his release 
of the ball and throws wildly to F3. 
R1 touches second and continues to 
third. F3 recovers the ball and throws 
to F5 at third, where F5 tags R1 out. 

a. Immediate dead ball. F1 is called 
for a balk and R1 is awarded second 
base.

b. No balk is called. R1 is out at 
third. 

c. delayed dead ball. F1 is called 
for a balk and R1 is award second 
base.

d. play stands. The balk is 
acknowledged and R1 advanced 
beyond the base he was entitled to at 
his own risk. 

15. With R1 on first, the batter hits 
a ground ball to F3. F3 throws to F6 
for a force out of R1 at second. F3 
returns to first base for the return 
throw from F6. Meanwhile, F1 is 
coming over to cover first base and 
obstructs the batter-runner in front of 
first base. 

a. Nothing. The ball is live. F1 has a 
right to cover the bag in an attempt to 
retire the batter runner.

b. Obstruction. R1 is out at second 
and the batter-runner is awarded first 
base. 

c. Obstruction only if the act by the 
pitcher is intentional.

d. Obstruction. R1 is awarded 
second base and the batter-runner is 
awarded first base.

16. In the bottom of the fifth inning, 
b4 gets a base hit. The visiting head 
coach brings his lineup card to the 
umpire and claims that b4 should be 
out because his jersey number is not 
the same as is listed on the lineup 
card. b4 has played the entire game. 
The umpire agrees that b4’s jersey 
number does not match the lineup 
cards, although the cards properly 
list b4’s name.

a. Call b4 out because he is not 
wearing the number that is listed for 
him on the lineup cards. 

b. Call b4 out for batting out of 
order.

c. Eject b4 for not wearing the 
number that is listed on the lineup 
card.

d. b4 is allowed to remain on base 
and the lineup card is corrected to 
reflect b4’s number. 

17. With R2 on second and one 
out, b7 hits a hard line drive at F4. 
R2, not tagging up, sprints to third 
base. The ball bounces off F4’s glove 

toward F6, who catches it before it 
hits the ground. F6 runs over and 
tags second base to appeal that 
R2 failed to retouch. Meanwhile, b7 
makes it to first base safely.

a. Legal catch, b7 is out and R2 is 
out.

b. Illegal catch, b7 and R2 are both 
safe.

c. b7 is out on the catch. R2 is 
safe at third base since F4 had 
originally touched the ball but did not 
catch it.

d. Call “time” and check with your 
partner(s) to make sure that you are 
interpreting the rule correctly and 
then call b7 out, but allow R2 to 
remain at third base. 

18. F1 has just been removed from 
the game by his coach. On the way 
to the dugout, F1 goes the plate 
umpire and argues balls and strikes. 

a. The plate umpire does nothing 
and lets F1 vent before returning the 
dugout. 

b. The plate umpire restricts F1 to 
the dugout for the reminder of the 
game.

c. The plate umpire ejects F1 and 
submits a report to the league or 
association.

d. The plate umpire ejects F1 but 
doesn’t submit a report because he 
doesn’t want F1 to miss any games.

19. The bases are loaded with two 
outs. b6 hits a home run outside the 
park. He misses first and is declared 
out on a proper appeal by the 
defensive team.

a. Four runs are scored.
b. Three runs are scored.
c. Two runs are scored.
d. No runs are scored.

20. How many offensive 
conferences is a team allowed per 
game (if the game does not involve 
extra innings)?

a. No limit 
b. Three 
c. Four
d. One per inning

When the batter comes up with the wrong 
jersey number on the lineup card, what 
happens? Is the batter out? Is there an 
ejection? Does the coach have to make an 
appeal? Is the jersey number important to 
have on the lineup card? We discuss this 
situation on Question 16.
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1 — NFHS – b (8-3-2) NCAA, pro – c 
(NCAA 2-55; pro 7.06b)

2 — All – c (NFHS 8-3-2, 8-4-2m; NCAA 
8-3e 2a, 8-5m; pro 7.06a, 7.08h)

3 — All – c (NFHS 6-1-3, 8-3-3d , NCAA 
9-1b, 8-3k; pro 8.01b, 7.05h)

4 — NFHS – a (3-1-3); NCAA – b (5-5j); 
pro – d (pro 3.03)

5 — NFHS – c (7-1-2 pen. 3) NCAA, pro – 
a (NCAA 7-11a2; pro 6.07b)

6 — All – d (NFHS 2-19, 8-4-2j; NCAA 
2-48, 8-5j; pro 2.00 Infield Fly, 7.08e)

7 — All – a (NFHS 5-1-2b, 8-1e; NCAA 
8-2e (1); pro 6.08c & comments)

8 — NFHS – a (2-22-3); NCAA, pro – b 
(NCAA 2-55 AR1; pro 2.00 obstruction 
comment)

9 — NFHS – b (5-1-2b, 8-3-2); NCAA, pro 
– c (NCAA 2-55, 8-3e (1); pro 7.06a)

10 — All - a (NFHS 7-3-5; NCAA 7-11f; pro 
6.06c)

11 — All – b (NFHS 8-4-2p; NCAA 2-1; pro 
7.08a (2) comment)

12 — All – c (NFHS 7-3-4; NCAA 8-2d (1b); 
pro 6.08b)

13 — NFHS - b (NFHS 7-3-5); NCAA, pro – 
a (NCAA 6-2d; pro 6.06c comments)

14 — NFHS – a (6-1-1); NCAA, pro – d 
(NCAA 9-3; pro 8.05)

15 — All – b (NFHS 8-3-2; NCAA 8-3e (2); 
pro 7.06)

16 — All – d (NFHS 3-1-1; NCAA 4-4; pro 
4.01)

17 — All – a (NFHS 2-9-1, 8-4-2i; NCAA 
2-16, 8-6 (1); pro 2.00 catch, 7.08d)

18 — All – c (NFHS 3-3-1f; NCAA 2-26; pro 
9.02)

19 — All – d (NFHS 9-1-1 Exception; NCAA 
5-6c Exception; pro 4.09a) 

20 — NFHS – d (3-4-2); NCAA – b (NCAA 
6-5f); pro – a (No limit)
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